Tomorrow is
Oxford Day

We've been making some mighty low

Ladies' House Blippers,
In an endless variety,

From 326 down \o,..

50c.

Ladies' Ooze sirap
Slippers

that we used to sell
for 3175, closed out

Tomorrow at

Ladies' Slippers,
With one strop,
Always sold for $1.50...,.0.00.,

Children's black Oxfords,
Red Oxfords,

Some tan Oxfords,

T'hat used to sell for $1.60,
Wil Bie elosod out at

DS

All the best

$i.10, ]

——

reduced prices,

prices during the past week, but wWe're going to do even better this week.

that are for the very best goods in the world.
stuff—but on our first class, guoranteed quality goods,

our prices.

[

Not for cheap
Read

e e

THOMAS A, FRY, President,
JOWN €. DREXEL, Vies Pres.

ROB'T ROSENZWEIG,

=— | ow Prices on Low Shoes —e=

Secretary & Gen'l Mgr,

Tomorrow is
Oxford Day

Every solitary pair of Oxfords in the
house will be on sale this week, as long as they last, at greater reductions in price than you ever bought « low shoe for in all your life.

OXFOR

We make prices

OXFOR

mnker of
ladies’ and misses’
SPUINE el shoes
are on sale at the

O8c.

i ——

We can't pay Lixpress
Chprges on Mail

Orders and sell goods

At these prices.

Ladies' Bronue
one strap,
the regulne 81 quality,
balf price tomorrow........

Slippers—

nt Leather Bhoes—
f , wat mnke,

cong and cloth taop,

niways §7 I DOW.iviveiiavine

Men's Pit
H: -

$300

Men's heavy tan shoea—
made for winter wear,

wide extension Daltimoras
edge sole; we never got

1ean than $6,00 BELOre, vuuvivesanas

$350

Men's Enameled Shoes—
heavy and solid,

the regular $ quality,

In one lot tomorrow at.........

$198

Youths' shoos—
With qulited bottoms;
Perfectly made and

Our regular $2.00 shoo,...

$1.60

Eadles' hand-
turned ox-

foras, sgquare
toes, Gur LW
Oxfords, only

$1.15.

Ladles Slippers,
With one strap;

Ladles' Jullots—

All that are left go for

Boys Shoes—
With gullited bettomasa;
Nothing better made;

Our regulnr $250 shoe..... RGNS R DR BN

Always sold for .L’."\'I..$1

Splendid K1, hand-made,
Narrow, squire and opera tooes;

$1.48.

$2.00

White,
L Hine,
Pink,
Blnok,

Ladiea® cloth top

Fatent leather Oxfords,
Sirges 24 1o 4, widths A to I
Includes our nleost $ shoes..

Youths' Genulne Calf
In spring heels and s
gimen 11 1o I;

§2.50 was the price, now

Boys’ Shoes -

We have hundreds of pairs of the pret-
tiest baby shoes in the world—shoes that
we've been selling and you thought cheap
at g1.25—shoes with a pat-
ent leather tip, cloth tops, or

plain kid with patent tips, i

.11 8
one lot tomorrow at........ 1 C

in one

All the Misses C
Top and Plain Kid
Button Shoes—we always
got $2.00 and $2,50-—

large line at

oth

98¢

$1.50, 81. 75 and §2,00; sizes

8 to 104, in one lot at, suovvue

Children’s Shoes— |

Some of our best makes—]. & T, Cous-
ins, Pat Cox and other noted makers have
shoes in the lot to be slaugh-

tered— regular prices $1. 25,

73cC

LA ES
These are made
Knows that
much for them.
o el In
fomuorrow

Kid
mode on
low, flat
that

cholee

A ladfes"
solis,
with
n Blhoe

button,

hoels
retulls

Ladles' cloth
medium  high
Estess, New

top,
heel,
York

line at......

Ladles" eloth top,
Ince boots, Gardner &

Ladies’ Satin Slippers

! All on sale
ed, - At
‘ Reduced IPeices,

sesssssannn

SHOIN8,
up of
shoes, and every lndy who hos worn (e
she has wlwayes pakl us tha
They nre in sizes & 24, 3
wildths A

the common

regularly
slzes, all widths, our cut clearing prive

lintton,
ninde
iy,
mnde; always has been &, closing

patent

An extra bhavgnin in

Ladies' Bouthern

Tio,
Cloth top and pointed oo}
Alwnys

nold for

$2.50.

4 L |

This sreat reduction
Sale is for onsh,
We can't give

Credit to any-

Loy al these prices.

me

£, 8 and §0

our

to K,

with hand tirped
sonse brdey,
bromd, ensy loes,
at  §1, all

narrow toe, In
by Gardner &
genulne  hand
ot the

| leiather frimmed,
Fstess' make, 'twas

£5, our cash clearing price

rexel Shoe Co., 1419 Farnam Street.

MUNICIPAL  REFORM

Remarkable Ohanges Effccted in Englich
Cities in the Past Genaraticn.

POLITICAL CORRUPTICN STAMPED OUT

—

The Eviis of Franchised Corporations Re-
duced te the Minimum,

LOW COST AND MUNIC PAL PROFITS

Btatistics of the Tax Rate and Other
Rovenues of Leading Citics,

S§KETCHES OF ROYALTY ON PARADE

i..o,rnl Thousnnds Shiver in o Cold ¥last
and Yell for Frince and Dake—How
They Look and Act—An Intor-
eiting Family Group.

LONDON, Feb, 16 —(8pecial Correspondencs
of The Beec)—The tendency of the times In
the Unlted States and Burope Is to make
clties more agreeable for the poor. This s
being done in Eggland, and 1 must say with
& conslderable degree of success, A dls-
tinguished American editor contributed to the
annals of the American Academy for May,
1894, a remarkable article on *'Problems of
Munleipal Government,” In which, among
other bright things, he sald: “What with
purks, gardens, baths, wash-houses, cheap
transportation, free musio, reading rooms,
librarles and clubs, hospitals, lectures, |t
seoms as If the great wim of modern soclety
was to (1 the elties,” And yet, as Mr. God-
kin polnts out, both Burope and America are
lamenting over the migration of poulation
urbanward, To check thls movement, In
Euoglond, as 1 bave shown in a previous letter,
the parish councils were formed, and durlng
my stay here 1 have read many glowing
acoounts of what the old village will become
under the benign Influence of Lhe parish
councils, In fact, the boys, and glrls, too
who have gone forth to seck thelr fortunes
In the rush and bustle of the modern town
may return once more to the fascloations
of tho revolutionlged village. However this
may be, the work of making the ot of the
dwellers In towns more easy goes on vigor-
ously, and I proposs to briefly summarkze In
this letter some of the more striking of the
recant changes In hall a doren of the large
provincial towns. All thess towns are [a-
miliar to me, and In the last Bfiesn yedrs
1 have vialted them repeatedly. The one
great dificulty, which is undoubtedly dis~
eouraging n our own country—municipal cor-
ruptlon—has of late years beer pretty much
oradicated In England. Nevertheless, within
the recollection of some of the pregent genegra-
Hen of Englishwen, many of the chartered
towns and corporations of England were reek.
Ing with corruption—a class of corruption
which never has been tolerated in the United
Btates at any period of its history—corruption
#0 debasing that the open sale of munivipal
offices was looked upon as & matter of course,
and the arrangements fur such transfers waos
& lugrative business. An lmpartial student
of the British munlcipalities from the tlme
of the Hrst reform act to the present time
would be able 1o note chauges more sweej-
fng than those which would place Awerlean
municlpalities on a foollpg, #0 far as bon-
esly of mansgement is concerned, with Eng-
lish ocitios
ABUBING AMERICAN LOCAL GOVERN-

MENT.

It has become & fad in some quarters lo

palnt American munleipal government In the
most dismal colors. Ouor fallures In munieipal
govarnment have becoms almost a craze,
Nearly every number of the journal men-
tloned above containsg gome gloomy presenta-
tion of local corruption and villainy, Some
of these articles declars we have nothing
Lo learn from England, For such the prezent
article will be of no value. Others declare
that a large part of the degrading influence
of our city politics comes from the relations
of the large cities to the states In which
they are locallzed, The states and the citles,

it iz contended, have so few common Inlerests |

that the contact of the two lowers their moral
tone and leads to bargains, trades and cor-
ruption. Some declare we are wallowing In
hopeless misery and corruption; others that
wa must work out our own salvation; and
yet others think that, as the municipal spirit
grows, corruption will glve way to belter
government, And so It will. Democritie in-
stitutionas are capable of giving honest gov-
ernment In natlonal affairs; and as our ecitl-
zens belter understand what has been aptly
térmed “the most golemn, the most difficult,
but aleo the most Imperative of all the po-
litical duties which our age Imposes” mu-
niecipal government will improve in efficiency
and honesty,

WHAT ENGLAND HAS DONE.

To thig end lst us take a rapld glance at
what England has recently accomplished. 1
have before me the advance proofs of a work
entitled “*Municipnlities at Work," by Fred-
erick Dolman, with an introduction by Sir
John Hutton, L.C.C. This work will be
published in March and avallable for thoae
interested In these questions, Mauntime It
may be wise to encournge the munieipal
spirit at home by some of the useful facts
bereln brought together., English elties the
slze of 8t. Louls, Boston, Baltimore, Buffalo,
Cleveland and San Francisco hove munielpal-
Ized their markels, gas, water, tramways,
eloctrie light and art galleries, and so doing
—in addition to reducing the cost to the
community—have seeured a munleipal fund
without an increase In taxes,

Birmingham In seventeen years made n
profit on Its gas of $3.570,000; the markoets
of Manchester hand over $76,000 nnnuully to
the elty treasury; while the markets of
Liverpool make a profit of §82,600; the surplus
of nearly §16,000 on the trams of Liverpool
goes toward the rellef of the paving tax;
Glasgow In 1803 made a profit of $220.000 on
water, 3100 000 on § as and $15 000 on markets;
while Bradford made o profit on s electric
Hght of over $10,000,

Here we have a litle tabulated statement
of the profits in 1593 on these municlpal
undertakings:

(ng. Water. Mar
2| 10A 0. 63] 1D 008 R5118, 1
| 148, 841, 381 100, 537,
Lilverpool . 218080
Glasiguw 143, 551, 75 800 2
L furd 54,9 | =
Livinds ...

The above flgures represent dolinrs,

* The Liverpool gas works are still owned by &
COmpany, .

= Net Joss nfter payment of nearly 83006560 for
pubihy lumps, and over SHLISG0 for sinking
fund, ete. Bince taking over the gas works in
1871 the Bradford r-=r|,wmll‘.-rlulmn mude nn BEEe-
Eate not profit of $1.815 16810, }

“le.'l l!.:u_ nfter sotting oside $51,000. 88 for
winking fund, Under twenly-four yvoars of muni-

al ownership a surplus of §), 04740219 has no-
erued.

In reference to this table it Is to be re-
membered that in  all cases profits are
rechoned only after provision has been made
for pavment of loterest on loans and repay-
ment of the princlpal,

In techuoleal education, libraries and art
galleries, these citles are dolng good work, as
the followlng table shows:

IHrminghoam
Manchester ....

‘Saeren WV

‘sajamIqT] uo eing

nopEanpsy

M UGOLL o wny
“puasdxy (enuoy
sapmeqr]

W] eRooE
J0 aaquiny

-jpusdxy penuuy

e

Brosing b m
Manuchestor
Liverpog
Cilanauw
Bradford
Leeds ...

* Approximately.|

* o the Mitchell lbrary, which is for refer-
ence only.

Tha taxes of these oltles are nol excessive,

became as quiet as & ccmetery,

nor debta large. How does this compare with
Ameriean places of the same kind?

"S1ansy
30 snjding

T
Jo junowy

(91BN pInOgT
Jleoyas Adjpnjoxa)
+ ' 0y up saqvd

LR R‘:‘ﬂﬂ_lﬁr i § Ji-n

anechester | 2 11 14,400,145 X3 .0
Liverpool U6, 219,022 34| 47,4542 70| T1 to 04
GIRBEOW oy ovvanel onovesseersl I8 BM838 U8 67 tol81
Rradford ... g Bl 008817 i
Leods 428 88|69 tofl 18

* Avernge over the whole municipal mea.

* Diyided betwesn owner and occuplet, and
gradunted meconding to amount of aussessment,

The tax in England is levied on the rent-
Ing value of the property, not the assessed or
estimated value of the property, as with us.
Dne more little table, which will, 1 am sure,
be uselul for comparative purposes, It shows
at one glance the population, density of popu-
lation, death rate, acrenge of parks, and ex-
penditure on public baths:

ingham  ....|
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Birmingham ., L |ATH, 0005 7
Manchestar 8 L 1 21
Liverpool ., {617, 5.6 45, e Tl
i lumgow & 2 ] {0y | T001.
Brudron 7] 216 20,
L e

208 075120.8/

01U T T

* Baths now in course of erection,

I think these little tables comprise a
glimpees into English municipal worlk only to
b> obtained by a long snd weary search of
municipal reports, They are fresh and up to
date, the book containing these and many
kindred facts now belng in course of publi-
cation, Mr, Dolman has performed a useful
task In giving us full particulars abiout these
citles, aud on® that will be appreciated, not
only by students of municipal Institutions,
but by the publie, beatuse the facts touched
on do not present a dry aecount of budgels,
but a bright description of what Is being done
to make Hfe more ngreeable o the dwellers
In eitles. 1 have, of course, changed the
English pounds into dollars,

WELCOMING HOME THE PRINCESS,

I propose In this letler to glve a slight
gllmpse Into u subjset which le always inter-
gstlng—namely, how royalty ‘s treated in
these demogratie days, The scene deseribed,
with some degree of detall perhaps, 1 wit-
neasad on Tuesday at Charlng Cross statlon,
and the lmpressions are glven preclsely as
Lthey wera recelved, withoul prejudics of any
scrt, In the language of the Londoner, last
Tueaday was "'a bitter day,” but to an Amerl-
can It was “a sl'ght cold snap.” But, all the
same, hundreds upon hundreds of people
crowded, blue and shivering, Into the great
station of Charing Cross to welcome home
their beloved princess of Wales, and thou
sands upcn thousunds of loyal subjects Alled
the Strand and Trafalgar mguare to look and
cheer as the royal cortege went by. The day
In ftsell was memorable, for the sun camse
out, and stayed out for three whole houra:
and considering It only showed dtself for
twenty-two houre during the preesding month,
there was plain cause for thankfulness. Ths
white dove that bore Queen Kleanor's cross
Auttered In and oul In merry commotion,
eyes turped upward as if al the discovery
of a new planel, and an amateur photographer
took several snap shots at the shy and dis-
tingulshed wvisitor. It was a quarter past 11
when we reached the station. The specal
train was dug at ten minules past 12, and
now the real preparitions began, Traflic of
all kinds was stopped on thls, one of the
busiest llnes In Greéat Britaln, while the
princess was (n tranait frem Dover to London,
and the station, usually full of life and bust'e,
The next
move was to back wll the cub borses from
ther stand down an inclined slippery place
Into the tunnel

LAYING DOWN THE CARFET

A dozen porterd, armed with blg broums,
Fwept the place with more tendernens and
care then a very good houssmald givea to
one's best Aubusson; then another relay of
porters sprinkled cogres, yellow sand well
over the roadway, that the fest of the royal

horses might not skate over the damp stones,
The rallway tracks wers lberally powdered
In the sume way, that th> wheels of the royal
traln might not loge Lheir grip, and the plat-
form itsell, treated n s similar manner, woas
then swept with' consgelentlous eare. Woeoden
barriers were erected at elther end of a spaca
oufficlent to contain the engine and three
railway carrlages. Then appeared the titled
directors of the 8. E. R.—important, im-
maculately dressed, and watching with anxi-
ety every detail of the arrangements. Then
the ecarpet, which always forms the main
materlal feature of these occasions, appeared
In & glgantie roll, borne by =ix men. It was
red, ms It always Is, shabby, as It always ls,
and in this case had an extra breadth that
ddn't mateh—muech to the nervous worry of
the ladies present, The carpet was fitted to
to the floor dlke a gant de Suede to a falr
hand—It was smoothed, and twitched, and so
stretehied and coaxed Into place, unt'l the
smallest wrinkle was exerclsed, every fune-
tionary from the porter to the pollceman and
the titled directora lending thelr fingers and
persuasive powers,

GRISELDA OF A LATTER DAY COURT.

Never before had the princess been away
from England o long, Three months had
pasged mince she went to Russin on her or-
rand of love and sympathy, Three times had
the announcement been publley piade that
she was to start home on a glven day, that
Marlborough house was baing made ready,
and the prince and her daughters coming
up from Sundringham (o meet her, Finally
the royal eguerries were dispatehed to es-
cort the princess home, but they had only
tne pleasure of dangling their heels, first In
8t. Petersburg, and again In Copenhagen,
where the princess stopped to visit her royal
parents.

The HBritish publie began to tremble, for
some one started the lorrid rumor  that
this sudden Independence and asserilon on
the part of her royal highuess was but the
outecome of the revolt of woman, and that
the new woman should ever be perzonified
by the graclous princess who has so long
been held up as the Griselda of a latter day
colirt, took the British breath away, Whether
thut portlon of it at Charing Cross expected
to see thelr very womanly prinbess step from
the traln with the Russian eagle under hor
arm uand a liberty eap on her head 1 know
net, but they evidently did lvok for some-
thing different from the ususl, Meantime a
brisk rattle of wheels ensued, and there
dashed Into the station three fine ecdrriages
drawn by superh chestnut horses, and con-
splcuoue also for the magnificent altitude of
the conchers and footmen, elad In tan-colored
livery, with white gloves and black cocadoes
in thelr hats,

THE PRINCE OF WALES ARRIVES.

As the door to the first earrlage opened
every head In the stgtlon was uncovered and
inclined. The prince of Wales, who retalns
that lightness of fool ‘pecullur to some Leavy
men, stepped out, and recognized the publie
grocting with a smile that had more warmth
In It than the wintér's sun, It is several
yeara since 1 saw the heir to the Britiah
crown, and I wasg struck by the great im-
provement In his appesrance, He las ac-
cepted his nge—neyer an easy thing for & man
in his position—cNanged Nis stple of dress-
Ing accordingly, and 48 browner of skin and
brighter in eye than for many yeurs. For the
benefit of young Anglophoblacy whose cos-
tumes cost them wakeiul nights, It may be
added that the Idaek overcoat the prinee
wore had no court train, so to speak, and
In contradistinotiod Yo some of his sulte had
ne ther fur trimmings nor linlngs, His gloves
were of dark gray, s trousers of o still derksr
gray, and his sllk hat shone like a refeotor,
H. R. H. carried in %is left hand an ebony
cane with & sllver mounted head, and looked
In all o healthy, well dressed, prosperous
kgentleman, whose sense of humor might
siomethmes do battle with his dignity.

In the same carriage came the Princesses
Vietorla and Maude, slender, pale, wearing
the hLeavy Dblick oerge gowns, short black
Jockets with Persian lamb collurs, and sim-
ple black hats that &re a part of thelr
maurning. They were joined by their siu-
ter, the duchess of Kife, the plalnest and
ahortest of the family
THE DUKE OF YORK ON THE BCENE

The last carriuge brought the duke and
duohiess of York. The latler & very much
better looking than her pletures, Photog-
raphy robs her uot only of color and ex-
pression, but gives an apparent roundness

of figure which is quite undeserved. Bright
and attractive in face, with plenty of soft
light halr, o« merry eye, and a good skin,
she also has a tall, fine figure, and carries
lierself, not only with ease, but conslderable
dignity. The duchess, though she wore the
samo simple black stuffs as the others, with
a koot of purple flowers in her Httle bon-
net, gave the impression of belng much bet-
ter dressed,

The duke of York I have not seen sincs he
was a boy, and as he stepped onto the plat-
form and stood by hig roval father—who, If
o few inches taller, would be pronounced o
fine looking muan—I was struck by the con-
trast between Lhe two. The duke is iIn-
significant in stature and has o sipgularly
small  head. Bide whiskers, full, short
beard and thick hair of sandy brown eke
the head out; but one could not help wonder-
Ing what would be left if a sharp razor made
a elean elrenit, A certain dapperness of
dress  and  manner emphasize the duke's
physieal deficlencles, and ill accord with his
position, and there Is nothing In his face to
attract or criticlze—Iit |8 too essentlally com-
maonplace, Whatever criticisms might be
muade on the prinee of Wales' looks, the fact
remaing that he is distinctly a personnge.
He is portly, broad-shouldered, and thick-
necked, but he has a good head, large and
well propertioned, and courtliness of man-
ner that would distingulsh him anywhere,

THE TWO FUTURE KINGS OF ENGLAND.

As 1 looked at the next two lings of
England and emperors of India 1 involun-
tarily thought of another duke of York, who
In times past walted for the throne, Charles
II. was King then, and with his brother,
afterwards James IL, but, of course, al the
time duke of York, was out hunting one day,
In the excitement of the chase they loat
sight and =ound of the royal eulte, and
grew. bewlldered In the magzes of a forest,
James, with a dolorous countenanes, ex-
pressed greal anxiety lest scme evilly-dis-
posed persons should seige the opportunity
to harm hl: majesty. “Never fear for me,
brother," replied the handsome monarch,
with a smlle, “No one will ever ussas-
slnate me to make you king!"

This may seem a trifle severe n its ap-
plication, but a glance at the Hlusteation of
the royal Leads will ghow the temptation,

Other dignitarics pow rapldly arrived, ani
formed a sort of semlelrcle on the platforn.
No one approached the prines exespt on hig
Invitation, the wile of the Danish ambnssa-
dor belng the first, When within a fow
feat of H. R, H. Madams de Diitse stopped,
made the curlous, short, stiff dip currently
known as the “charity bob," reslly o steno-
graplic curtesy, and then shook hangs, The
few other ladies followed suil, pud the gen-
tHemen escaped with a profound obeisanoe.

AN INTERESTING PAMILY GROUP,

It le not often that one sees sop many of the
royal family .together, but of the group on
the platform there were just three porsons
of apparent distinction—the prinee of Wales,
who, as | sald, bears ln public the same grand
alr that distingwishes the guzen and mokes
her four fect ten Inches of majesty Keom
above the average helght, and the duchess of
York, who towered above everyone else and
lias the ecarriage of un arletoerat. The third
person was a really superb footman, *‘almost
finer than nsture, and quite up to anything
In art.” His six fect four inclies of man-
hood, his severe, HRoman profile, and sulll
moreg s:vere manner, were dellghtful o be-
hold.

All through the praliminary
not a sountl wos heard. veryone spoke In
A minor chord. Not a laugh or a joke was
heard from the vulgar herd behind the bar-
rlers.

Things were deprissing enough (o have
ralsod the splrits of a fashionable undertaker,
when—presto, without a whistle, & cresk, or
& Jar, there rolléd into the station, In o sub-
dued and perfectly well bred way, the special
train. with s preclous frelght. The little
engine stopped to the luch, and drew a long
breath of relicf; It was Loo polite to snort,
an ong of our wild and woolly locomotives
from tho- west might have done. No one
atirred save Sir Edward Russell, whose prond
privilege 1t was te open the door of the
prinoesa’s carrlage, with bare head—of courss,
all huts were off. Then this prince of Wales
moved forward, stepped into the ocarriage,
sod as his back was tpward Lthe audlence, nu
ong kuew exactly whyt happened, but it is
fulr to assume 4 salutafion was exchanged,
for e emerged smiling,

coremoniens

MR, LUDDEN'S “BUSNINENS METHODS, "

KEARNEY, Neb., Fel, 18.—To the Edltor
el The Bee: 1 have been asked Lo glve ex-
pression to the very general feeling of discon-
tent in this townsghip over the methods fol-
lowed by the reliel commigsion. Many papers
in the east are praising the ability and Dhusl-
ness management of Rev. Mr. Ladden, the
sooretary of the commisglon. They are con-
gratulating him that contributions are belng
distributed with care and wisdom, and they
point with satisfaction to his rules and regu-
latlons, Hoew do you suppose It geems to us
who are foreed to accept these benefactlions?
Suppose for a few moments that you put your-
gell in our place, It lsn't a very pleasant place,
and Mr. Ludden's “rules and regulations”
have not rendered it any pleasanter, He re-
quires that the necdy shoall receive aid only
through the county in which they live. That
tile means a drive of twenty-five miles to
those in  this township, Our horses goen-
erally have had no grain; many of them only
the buffalo grass which they find on  the
prairle, This renders It extremely difficult
to minke the trip there and back In one day,
and the expense of staying over night woull
almost buy the provision they award us,
for we are only allowed ten dnys' provision
it a time, A drive of forty -or fifty miles
every ten duye through this lnnd of blizzards
and cold waves is no joke, I assure you, and
It places one In danger of actunl sulfering, ns
you cannot recelve more unlil you huve ab-
salutely nothing left, ns they require an oath
to that effect, Now, tell me, what is gained?
What is the resson for this *'rel tape?* Why
may we nol go to our market town only
elght miles distant, where we pre known, and
without swearlng our self-respect away re-
celve freely whoat you wo frecly have given?
Are wo zo dislionest we must be ,guarded at
every corner?  Are the housewives of Ne-
braska ¥o0 incompetent that they caunot be
trusted with a reasonable supply for thelr
familica?

Mr. Ludden says ho has found by experl-
ment that the provisions go further when
doled out in ten-day lots, I don't doubt i
No wonder the ten-day plan saves provision,
but at a woenderful sacrifice on the part of
those who elready have envugh to bear. To
bo sure, “beggars can't be clhioosers,” but it
geent® to me Mr. Ludden makes the bread of
charity most uncommonly blttep,

Mr. Ludden's rules are based throughiut
en the supposition that we would all Lo gled
tlo beg, and If we were nol watehed woull
freely steal, Only two are aMowed in a rellet
slore st a time! Is |t possible that we lavi
fallen eo low that it ie liopossible for six or
seven clerks to watch more than two of us ot
a thoe, lest we “"pocliet” something? s It
poseibly Mr, Luden belleyves that? It fs no
wonder that those who have been Independ-
ent, self-respecting and self-supporting  all
thelr lives resent such rules?

If the rule requiring an aMdavit of abro
Iute destitution Is adhered to | am afraid
there giflts will not reach toany of (hose
It was Intended to help, 1 wich some who
have contributed would wreite and define fust
what class they meant to help. Can you not
let ue hnow definltely? Is it the elty or
county pauper who expects to be Kept cvery
winter and counts it no shame? Is it the ol
ways improvident, as Mr, Ludden supposes,
or is it aleo thoe who would not quite sturve
without your help, but would go partly fed
and ball elad In order Lo save enough to etar
themuclves on the road (o welf-support an-
ather year? It seems hnpossible thar It could
be this firet elass—those who alwevs expect,
when tupplies get short, Lo apply for public
ald. 1 ciennot soppose that the woea of this
class have called out this world-wide sym
pathy, or that it was for thelr neceasities
Euch generous supplies have been forwarded.
If for them, why any more Lhis year than an-
cther? For thils class of poor we indesd “huve
always with ue.” Yel & very conslderable
part of the contributions are-belug used for
these people, thereby lescening the tax on
property lolders, Nelther can I Lelleve that
Mr. Ludden's interprotal on s oorrect, for
that would exclude the whole class of hard-
wiorking, painstaking farmers, for lmproyi-
dent Indeed must the furmer b who has not
some steek, wlhilch he is stralblog every neive
Lo carry Lhrough until spring cumes. Such
farmers cannol take the osth that s re-
quired. Yel we think It hard that we must
soll Tor one-fourth thelr value what we have
worked a0 bhard and saved so closely to obluln,
whiles your benefaotions feed and clolhe those
who will neitheér work nor save.

Porbaps the worst rule ls the one permit

ting the town to which a earload or even
trainload of poods Is =hipped to retaln tha
whole amount for that county. Our nearest
town 18 the most widely advertised elty [n
Nebraska, perbhoaps In Ameriea, and there Is
probably not a wvillage in the United States
where her name is not known, As a result,
this town racelves dally one ar mare carloads
of goods, while we, with only a dry river and
an imaginary line between, have recesved
nothing., ‘Though we need this help fully as
much as our neighbors, they positively rofuso
to divide. They tell us it all belongs to thelr
county. They are like pigs about n trough,
Those who, by aceldent or sirotegem, have
galned an advantageous position, fill thems
sclves to repletion, then calmly le down upon
what I8 left and rest, utterly Indifierent to
the ories of those less favored than them-
selves.

And  Mr., Ludden's “business
mitks possible this fraud,

Very truly yours,

. HATTA ALLEN DEHNER,
Blair Township, Kearney County.

methods™

WORD3 OF PRAISE,

Odiclnl Opinton of Omuhin's Western Union
Telegraph OMep,

Under the heading, A Model Telegraph
Officei" the Telegraph Age, the leading Jour-
nal devoted to telegraphy, prints an illus-
trated deseription of the Omnha office of the
Western Union, together with a ploture of
Munager W, W. Umstod., The ARE says:

“Asulstant Superintendent W, J. Lloyd of
Chicago recontly remorked bt the Omaha
Western Unifon office hnd & perfect service
and was as prompt and efMolent as any he
had ever seen, and that it was hardly possible
to be lmproved upon, Mr, Lloyd knows a
perfect office when he sces one, or his long
years of excellent and valuable servies to
the  Western Unlon company count for
nothing.

“The manager of this ofMee Is Mr, W. w.
Umsted, a young man of slerling  lotegrity
and genoral worth, of broad Ideas and mind—
Just such o man needed o glve o company
and the public @ gilt-odged telegraph servies,
Colonel J. 1, Dickey I8 the superinténdent
of this districl, wilh headquarters at Omaha,
and Charles B. Horton |s asslstant superin-
tendent; M. P, Doyle, cashier: J, P. Barn-
ehiel operator; W. J. Rusland, trafio
chief, W. Balisbury, wire chief: W. A. Me-
Blroy, assistant traile cohief; J. B Owen,
night chief opprator; B, H. Farrar, assistant
night chlef operalor, and €. L. Pond, all-
ekt ehief

“Oumaha bopsts of one of the best-appolnted
tnd most handsome offices In the company's
soryiee, and New York and Chleago are ex-
eeptod only as to rlze, but not In complete=-
nodd or nitractivencss either In the operating
or business department, The ecompany hava
sope 200 employes In Omaba  and South
Omoha, the latter being the third greatest
stock yards and pucking bhouse conter in the
warld,

“"When Omoha was a
national republican  conventlon in 1598 It
showed that forty-:ix sendings could be had
Lo Cldeago, provided all wires were in works
Ing orler. Sinee then four additlonal cop-
per wires have beengbullt 1o Chicago, maks
ing seven copper wires to that city.  There
are Lhree copper wires to the west and ono
10 Minneapolis.

Omaha bus 150,000 inhabitants, It Is ecop=
tectod with Clhilcago, B16 miles enst, by four
campeting  trunk lines of rallway, namely:
Burlingion, Rock Islund, Northwestern, and
the MUwaukes Ther are three trunk lines
to Kansus Clty and 8t, Louls, three to the
wWest, two 1o the Bluck Hills countey, and
two to Minr i and 8L Paul,

“The my [ force 1s o credit and &
pride to the wide-awaks management, It
conkists of twenty-four boys, fiflsen of whom
posse:y  bleyeles, A brighter-locking and
better lobt of boys wore pever before sesn
together In ons group, They are Kept in
full uniform bLoth rummer and winter, Tho
tieker servico v also a perfect and satisfacs
while the force of good-looking

hart,

competitor for the

tory one,
lady clerks adds grace and beauty to this
well regulated oflice. The operators ara
gleo energetle, capably and loyal."
i S A e
ifles Aftor Prizes,

Captain Scharfl, formerly of the Thurston
Rifles, has been called by the company
from Denver to drill the company for the
national meeting at Memph is ‘n May. The
compeny will contest for the malden prize
and also fur the chief prise,




